
projects outside the U.S. fell 26.0% last 
year, to $26.53 billion.

As bright as market prospects looked 
at the beginning of 2020, those prospects 
faded quickly as the COVID-19 virus 
made its presence felt. Construction in 
many parts of the country ground to a halt 
as state and local governments stepped in 
and ordered nonessential work be put on 
pause to stop the spread of the disease. 

Bob Mullen, CEO of STO Building 
Group, sums up the feelings of many con-
tractors across the country: “We came into 
the year with the expectation of growth in 
several sectors. We’re still expecting that 
growth to resume at some point, but, of 
course, the COVID-19 pandemic put our 
growth plans [on] pause.” 

A major issue for contractors whose 
work continues is how to keep their work-
ers safe and healthy. Almost all contractors 
are imposing new guidelines for workers 
on job sites, mostly following those issued 
by the U.S. Centers for Disease Control.

Many contractors have expanded on 
requirements beyond the basics. HITT 
Contracting developed its own set of 
guidelines. “To help our industry partners 
and colleagues, we’re sharing our proto-
cols and processes on our website,” says 
Kim Roy, CEO.

The entire industry has been impacted 
by COVID-19. “But we’re a tight-knit 
community and we’re rallying together to 
learn from each other and provide a united 
front,” says Jay Badame, AECOM’s presi-
dent of construction management. He 
warns firms that “we can’t be islands in 
implementing solutions to help minimize 
the impacts of the crisis—it doesn’t serve 
ourselves or the industry well.” n

By Gary J. Tulacz

Finding Ways To Deal With 
The Coronavirus Crisis
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T he construction industry is cyclical, 
riding the ups and downs of eco-
nomic trends. When 2020 began, 

the industry was on the upswing. Many 
large contractors were confident that they 
could ride out any possible downturn that 
could have come along, using large back-
logs to get them through possible future 
tough times. But the current COVID-19 
pandemic is unlike anything the industry 
has experienced in generations.

There was no warning. Rather than 
markets tapering off due to economic 

troubles or even some natural or manmade 
disasters, the epidemic hit hard and fast, 
leaving the industry in chaos.

The ENR Top 400 Contractors list 
shows just how healthy the market was 
before COVID-19 hit. As a group, those 
firms generated a new record of $414.38 
billion in contracting revenue in 2019, an 
increase of 2.3% from the 2018 total of 
$405 billion. Contracting revenue from 
U.S. projects rose a strong 5.1%, to 
$387.85 billion, over last year’s mark of 
$369.15 billion. Contracting revenue from 

4

Companies are ranked by construction revenue in 
2019 in ($) millions. Those with subsidiaries (†) are listed 
by company rank, which may be found on the ENR 
website at www.enr.com. Firms not ranked last year are 
designated as **. Some markets may not add up to 
100% due to omission of the “other” miscellaneous 
market category. NA = “not available.” 
Figures include prime construction contracts, shares 
of joint ventures, subcontracts, the construction portion 
of design-construct contracts and construction 
management-at-risk contracts when the firm s risks  
are similar to those of a general contractor. Figures also 
include the value of installed equipment when a firm has 
prime responsibility for specifying and procuring it within 

the scope of its construction contract. 
General Building includes commercial buildings, 
offices, stores, educational facilities, government 
buildings, hospitals, medical facilities, hotels, apartments, 
housing, etc.
Manufacturing includes auto assembly, electronic 
assembly, textile plants, etc.
Power includes thermal and hydroelectric power plants, 
waste-to-energy plants, transmission lines, substations, 
cogeneration plants, etc.
Water Supply includes dams, reservoirs, transmis-
sion pipelines, distribution mains, irrigation canals, 
desalination and potability treatment plants, pumping 
stations, etc.
Sewerage-Solid Waste includes sanitary and storm 

sewers, treatment plants, pumping plants, incinerators, 
industrial waste facilities, etc.
Industrial Process includes pulp and paper mills, steel 
mills, non-ferrous metal refineries, pharmaceutical plants, 
chemical plants, food and other processing plants, etc.
Petroleum includes refineries, petrochemical plants, 
offshore facilities, pipelines, etc.
Transportation includes airports, bridges, roads, 
canals, locks, dredging, marine facilities, piers, railroads, 
tunnels, etc.
Hazardous Waste includes chemical and nuclear waste 
treatment, asbestos and lead abatement, etc. 
Telecommunications includes transmission lines and 
cabling, towers and antennae, data centers and web 
hotels, etc.

How To Read the Tables

SAFETY FIRST  
GLY Construction has strict  

safety guidelines for  
workers entering its jobsites.
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TOTAL INT’L
2019 NEW

CONTRACTSFIRM
RANK

2020  2019
2019 REVENUE ($ MIL)

	101	 132	 THE CIANBRO COS., Pittsfield, Maine†	 987.9	 0.0	 844.8	 21	 6	 16	 1	 36	 13	 0	 0	 14

	102	 90	 BL HARBERT INTERNATIONAL, Birmingham, Ala.	 974.6	 618.2	 1,826.6	 81	 6	 0	 2	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

	103	 113	 NABHOLZ CONSTRUCTION CORP., Conway, Ark.	 971.0	 0.0	 1,108.0	 86	 7	 0	 0	 0	 5	 0	 3	 96

	104	 119	 BILFINGER NORTH AMERICA INC., The Woodlands, Texas†	 965.1	 0.0	 747.1	 21	 0	 0	 0	 78	 0	 0	 0	 0

	105	 111	 RAILWORKS, New York, N.Y.	 964.0	 202.0	 NA	 0	 6	 0	 0	 0	 94	 0	 0	 0

	106	 109	 HOAR CONSTRUCTION, Birmingham, Ala.†	 946.6	 0.0	 1,672.1	 99	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 100

	107	 105	 VCC LLC, The Colony, Texas	 945.0	 0.0	 642.0	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 100

	108	 123	 COASTAL CONSTRUCTION GROUP, Miami, Fla.†	 940.2	 0.0	 1,017.0	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 98

	109	 186	 THE PENTA BUILDING GROUP, Las Vegas, Nev.	 921.8	 0.0	 63.3	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 99

	110	 172	 GLY CONSTRUCTION, Bellevue, Wash.	 914.9	 0.0	 484.0	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 100

	111	 103	 HERZOG, St. Joseph, Mo.†	 913.9	 64.6	 441.0	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0	 99	 0	 0	 11

	112	 98	 LECHASE CONSTRUCTION SERVICES LLC, Rochester, N.Y.	 903.8	 0.0	 834.5	 80	 1	 3	 0	 13	 3	 0	 0	 61

	113	 104	 F.A. WILHELM CONSTRUCTION, Indianapolis, Ind.†	 900.0	 0.0	 1,250.0	 60	 31	 2	 5	 1	 0	 0	 0	 25

	114	 86	 THE BOLDT CO., Appleton, Wis.	 897.2	 0.0	 NA	 45	 9	 10	 0	 31	 3	 0	 0	 55

	115	 115	 AVALONBAY COMMUNITIES INC., Arlington, Va.	 852.2	 0.0	 NA	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 100

	116	 112	 E.E. REED CONSTRUCTION LP, Sugar Land, Texas†	 852.0	 0.0	 1,178.0	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 4

	117	 224	 ECC, Burlingame, Calif.†	 837.6	 38.8	 1,205.6	 25	 0	 0	 2	 1	 0	 72	 0	 0

	118	 153	 GOODFELLOW BROS., Wenatchee, Wash.†	 829.2	 0.0	 593.1	 53	 2	 1	 4	 0	 20	 16	 2	 0

	119	 133	 MCGOUGH, St. Paul, Minn.†	 823.0	 0.0	 NA	 92	 6	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0	 0	 89

	120	 61	 LEVEL 10 CONSTRUCTION, Sunnyvale, Calif.	 812.6	 0.0	 2,110.0	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 95

	121	 169	 FCL BUILDERS LLC, Itasca, Ill.	 805.0	 0.0	 934.0	 6	 0	 0	 0	 0	 4	 0	 0	 0

	122	 199	 CR MEYER, Oshkosh, Wis.	 797.0	 0.0	 NA	 0	 6	 1	 0	 90	 0	 0	 0	 0

	123	 138	 CONSTRUCTION PARTNERS, Dothan, Ala.	 783.2	 0.0	 NA	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 100	 0	 0	 0

	124	 120	 BARTLETT COCKE GENERAL CONTRACTORS LLC, San Antonio, Texas†	 770.0	 0.0	 568.6	 98	 0	 0	 0	 1	 0	 0	 0	 76

	125	 147	 BNBUILDERS INC., Seattle, Wash.	 768.0	 0.0	 870.0	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

	126	 135	 WEEKS MARINE INC., Cranford, N.J.†	 760.9	 44.2	 993.6	 0	 0	 7	 9	 0	 75	 1	 0	 0

	127	 124	 ANDERSEN CONSTRUCTION, Portland, Ore.	 752.0	 0.0	 760.0	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 85

	128	 149	 GRAYCOR, Oakbrook Terrace, Ill.†	 738.6	 0.7	 429.9	 65	 0	 12	 0	 22	 0	 0	 0	 0

	129	 127	 TEICHERT CONSTRUCTION, Sacramento, Calif.	 736.0	 0.0	 791.0	 19	 0	 1	 10	 5	 66	 0	 0	 0

	130	 131	 LEE LEWIS CONSTRUCTION INC., Lubbock, Texas	 725.0	 0.0	 450.0	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 98

	131	 142	 THE PIKE COS. LTD., Rochester, N.Y.†	 725.0	 0.0	 728.0	 83	 3	 0	 0	 12	 2	 0	 0	 90

	132	 134	 GREAT LAKES DREDGE & DOCK CO., Oak Brook, Ill.	 711.5	 48.6	 593.8	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 100	 0	 0	 0

	133	 171	 ORION GROUP HOLDINGS INC., Houston, Texas†	 708.4	 4.6	 807.0	 32	 16	 0	 0	 14	 38	 0	 0	 0

	134	 141	 BARNHILL CONTRACTING CO., Rocky Mount, N.C.	 707.6	 0.0	 381.2	 46	 0	 0	 0	 0	 54	 0	 0	 17

	135	 164	 EMJ CORP., Chattanooga, Tenn.†	 700.3	 183.7	 453.9	 39	 0	 54	 0	 7	 0	 0	 0	 0

	136	 152	 SPAWGLASS HOLDING LP, Selma, Texas†	 698.0	 0.0	 603.0	 80	 0	 0	 0	 0	 19	 0	 0	 0

	137	 95	 SAULSBURY, Odessa, Texas	 694.4	 0.0	 245.0	 0	 0	 2	 0	 98	 0	 0	 0	 0

	138	 126	 MWH CONSTRUCTORS INC., Broomfield, Colo.†	 686.9	 311.7	 268.8	 0	 0	 0	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 26

	139	 122	 J.H. FINDORFF & SON INC., Madison, Wis.	 681.0	 0.0	 1,210.0	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 75

	140	 151	 F.H. PASCHEN, Chicago, Ill.	 678.1	 0.0	 769.5	 37	 0	 0	 3	 0	 60	 0	 0	 8

	141	 155	 STELLAR, Jacksonville, Fla.	 670.0	 4.0	 670.0	 29	 0	 0	 0	 71	 0	 0	 0	 0

	142	 150	 HANOVER CO., Houston, Texas	 669.0	 0.0	 821.2	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 100

	143	 128	 KRAUS-ANDERSON CONSTRUCTION CO., Minneapolis, Minn.†	 668.0	 0.0	 631.0	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 93

	144	 157	 VANCE BROWN INC., Palo Alto, Calif.	 660.0	 0.0	 350.0	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

	145	 181	 PARSONS, Centreville, Va.†	 653.1	 244.2	 520.2	 57	 0	 0	 0	 0	 39	 2	 1	 11

	146	 **	 EXCEL GROUP, Baton Rouge, La.	 650.0	 150.0	 NA	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

	147	 56	 FERROVIAL AGROMAN US CORP., Austin, Texas†	 640.8	 0.0	 434.0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 100	 0	 0	 0

	148	 176	 SUMMIT CONTRACTING GROUP INC., Jacksonville, Fla.	 633.1	 0.0	 479.7	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0

	149	 146	 NEW ENTERPRISE STONE & LIME CO. INC., New Enterprise, Pa.	 630.8	 0.0	 219.4	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 100	 0	 0	 0

	150	 206	 POGUE CONSTRUCTION CO. LP, McKinney, Texas	 630.0	 0.0	 825.0	 100	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 85
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